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SUBJECT: NE WIN RAMPAGE AT CHRISTMAS DANCE 

A CHRISTMAS EVE DANCE WAS IN PROGRESS AT THE INYA LAKE HOTEL IN 
RANGOON WHEN AN EMBASSY STAFF MEMBER SAW PRESIDENT NE WIN ENTER 
THROUGH A BACK DOOR. THE PRESIDENT SLAPPED THE WIFE OF A 
BURMESE OFFICIAL SEVERAL TIMES, PUNCHED THE HOTEL MANAGER, 
GRABBED ONE OF THE MUSICIANS BY THE HAIR AND SLAPPED HIM SEVERAL 
TIMES. NE WIN THEN PUT THE DRUM STICKS THROUGH THE DRUM AND 
TRIED TO PUSH OVER THE AMPLIFIER, BUT FAILED. A EUROPEAN UNDP 
OFFICIAL MADE A VERBAL PROTEST, WHEREUPON NE WIN KNOCKED HIM 
DOWN. THE MAN AND HIS WIFE WERE THEN TAKEN AWAY BY SOLDIERS. 

NO REASON IS KNOWN FOR THIS OUTBURST, BUT NE WIN WAS CASUALLY 
DRESSED AND WAS ACCOMPANIED BY GENERAL SAN U, COL. TIN OO, AND 
POSSIBLY OTHER OFFICIALS. IT MAY BE THAT THE LOUD ROCK MUSIC 
DISTURBED A MEETING AT THE PRESIDENT'S HOUSE, WHICH IS VERY 
CLOSE TO THE HOTEL. 

COMMENT: A TELEPHONED REQUEST TO KEEP THE NOISE DOWN WOULD HAVE 
BEEN LESS SPECTACULAR. THIS INCIDENT TENDS TO CONFIRM NE WIN S 
REPUTATION FOR HAVING A SHORT FUSE. 
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